PA'i AT COOPERATION TREAT\ 



PCT/JPOO/04000 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

/PPT Ritlp fi1 2^ 


To: 

Commissioner 

US Department of Commerce 

United States Patent and Trademark 

Office, PCT i 

2011 South Clark Place Room 

CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing: 

28 December 2000 (28.12.00) 


International application No.: 

PCT/JP00/04000 


Applicant's or agent's file reference: 
PCT-KB-55 


International filing date: 

19 June 2000(19.06.00) 


Priority date: 

18 June 1999 (18.06.99) 


Applicant: 

KAJIYAMA, Hiroshi et al 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

[X\ in the demand filed with the International preliminary Examining Authority on: 
~" 31 July 2000(31.07.00) 



|~| in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election [XJ was 

| | was not 

made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or. where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 



Rule 32.2(b). 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22)740.14.35 
Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 



Authorized officer: 

J. Zahra 

Telephone No.: (41-22)338.83.38 



Pfi^T COOPERATION TREA 



PC7VJP0Q/04000 



OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 41 1) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

16 October 2000(16.10.00) 
Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
PCT-KB-55 

International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/04000 

international publicat.on date (day/month/year)" 
Not yet published 

Applicant 

KANEBO, LIMITFn a i 



From the IN TERNATIONA! 

To: 



NAKATA, Masanori 
Kanebo, Limited 

?n te oi e ^ Ual Propert y Ce "ter 
•^0-20, Kaigan 3-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 108-8080 

JAPON 




IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

international filing date (day/month/year)" 
19 June 2000 (19.06.00) 

Priority date (day/month/year) 

18 June 1999 (18.06.99) 



concerned before alvSlta W ° h provides no designated Offl« m.„ a J ° ase ' * 0 attentl '°n 

c rcum«t A n Me pnase, to furnish the Driorftv dAn.. man « _ we '2£S-S'Ving-tne applicant an nn nA rt., n ;«.. 



r — ««i no uesignated Office mav rfier«„.,j .J — . . ' " ««ennon c 
upon entry into the national phase^ to furSh Pn0nty c,aim kerned before giv< 

crcumstances. Ph " e ' '"'"«" *e pnonty document within a is ^5=^"" 



Priority rt mfl 

18 June 1999(18.06.99) 
21 July 1999 (21.07.99) 
21 July 1999(21.07.99) 

26 July 1999 (26.07.99) 
30 July 1999(30.07.99) 
14 Sept 1999 (14.09.99) 

20 Sept 1999 (20.09.99) 

27 Sept 1999 (27.09.99) 
06Janu 2000(06.01.00) 



Priority aprrf fcatinn Mo r .,_„, 

grPCTr WY i mOffirn 



11/172414 

11/205836 

11/205838 

11/210370 

11/216585 

11/259914 

11/264727 

11/273086 

2000/609 



JP 
JP 
JP 
JP 
JP 

JP 

JP 

JP 

JP 



Pateofra^ipj. 
Of prior.*/ rtm frnnt 



04Augu2000 
04 Augu 2000 
04 Augu 2000 
04 Augu 2000 
04 Augu 2000 
04 Augu 2000 
04 Augu 2000 
04 Augu 2000 
04 Augu 2000 



(04.08.00) 
(04.08.00) 
(04.08.00) 
(04.08.00) 
(04.08.00) 
(04.08.00) 
(04.08.00) 
(04.08.00) 
(04.08.00) 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.1 4.35 
Form PCT/IB/304 (July 1998) 



Authorized officer 



Tessadel PAMPLIEGA 

Telephone No. (41-22) 33fi M ta /itST**^ 
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PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 
OF COPIES OF TRANSLATION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 72.2) 


To: 

IMAKATA, Masanori 

Kanebo, Limited 

Intellectual Property Center 

20-20, Kaigan 3-chome 

Minato-ku \ SEJ 

Tokyo 108-8080 

JAPON 

ti^K 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

. Maw onm /oo fie m \ 
£o may zuu I .UO.U l ) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

PCT-KB-55 £ 0 *j 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/04000 | 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
19 June 2000 (19.06.00) 


Applicant 

KANEBO, LIMITED et af 



£p9 



I 3 



1 . Transmittal of the translation to the applicant 

The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the 
International Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been 
transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

EP^T f AU / CA,CH / CN / CZ / FI / KP / NO / NZ,PL / RO,RU / SK / US 



The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, 
will receive copies of that translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AP,EA,AE,AL,AM,AZ,BA,BB3G,BR3Y,CR,CU,M^ 

IN,ISJP,KE,KG,KR,KZ,LC,LK,LR,^^^ 

TJJMJR^^UA^UCUZ^VN^U^ZW^OA 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Office(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be 
furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected 
Office concerned (Rule 74.1). See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 



The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 




Authorized officer 

Eliott Peretti 
Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/338 (July 1996) 



4051956 



{INPUT %f 



WO 00/78839 
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PCT 



NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

(PCT Rule 47.1 (c), first sentence) 



To: 



NAKATA, Masanori 
Kanebo, Limited 
Intellectual Property Center 
20-20, Kaigan 3-chome 
Minato-ku 
Tokyo 108-8080 
JAPON 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

28 December 2000 (28.12.00) 






Applicant's or agent's file reference 

PCT-KB-55 (,o\ 


IMPORTANT NOTICE Hutt 


International application No. 
PCT/JP00/04000 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
19 June 2000 (19.06.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
18 June 1999(18.06.99) 


Applicant 

KANEBO, LIMITED et al 



nrr-te 



1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

AU,KP,KR,US 

In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

AE^AL^M^P^T^Z^A^BB^BG^BR^BY^CA^H^N^R^U/CZ^DE^^DM^A^E^P^ES^^GB^D, 

GE / GH / GM / HR / HUJDJLJN / IS / JP / KE / KG,KZ,LC / LK / LR / LS / LT / LU / LV / MA / MD # MG,MK,MN / MW / MX / 

NO,NZ,OA,PL,PT / RO / RU,SD / SE,SG / SI / SK,SLTJJ^^ 
The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1(a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
28 December 2000 (28.1 2.00) under No. WO 00778839 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date. 

ft is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 





Authorized officer 


The International Bureau of WIPO 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


J. Zahra ^ ■»% <v 


121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41 -22) 338.83.38 / A ^ \ 


Form PCT/IB/308 (July 1996) 


h M l.-a *) 3736441 



PA0JT COOPERATION TREAT^ 



pct/jpoo/cwooo 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



INFORMATION CONCERNING ELECTED 
OFFICES NOTIFIED OF THEIR ELECTION 



(PCT Rule 61.3) 



To: 



NAKATA, Masanori 

Kanebo, Limited 

Intellectual Property Center 

20-20, Kaigan 3-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 108-8080 

JAPON 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

28 December 2000 (28.12.00) 




Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
PCT-KB-55 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP00/04000 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
19 June 2000 (19.06.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
18 June 1999 (18.06.99) 


Applicant 

KANEBO, LIMITED et al 



1 . The applicant is hereby informed that the International Bureau has, according to Article 31 (7), notified each of the following 
Offices of its election: 

AP :GH / GM r KE / LS / MW / MZ / SD / SUSZ,TZ / UG^W 

EP :AT / BE,CH,CY,DE / DK / ES / FI / FR / GB / GR / IE / IT / LU / IVIC / NUPT / SE 

National rAaBG^CN.CZ^DEJUJP^P.KR.MN^O.NZ^PURO.RU.SE^K.US 

2. The following Offices have waived the requirement for the notification of their election; the notification will be sent to them 
by the International Bureau only upon their request: 

EA :AM,AZ3Y,KG,KZ,MD,RU/TJ JM 

OA :BF^J / CF / CGXI#CM # GA / GN,GW / ML,MR,NE # SN / TD # TG 

National :AE / AL^M / AT / AZ / BA / BB / BR,BY,CH / CR,CU / DK,DM / EE / ES,FI,GB # GD / GE / GH / 

GM.HR.HUJDJNJS^KG^La^ 

SG / SI / SLTJJM / TR,TT / TZ # UA,UG / UZ / VN / YU / ZA / ZW 

3. The applicant is reminded that he must enter the "national phase" before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date 
before each of the Offices listed above. This must be done by paying the national fee(s) and furnishing , if prescribed, a 
translation of the international application (Article 39(1)(a)), as well as, where applicable, by furnishing a translation of any 
annexes of the international preliminary examination report (Article 36(3)(b) and Rule 74.1). 

Some offices have fixed time limits expiring later than the above-mentioned time limit. For detailed information about the 
applicable time limits and the acts to be performed upon entry into the national phase before a particular Office, see Volume II 
of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

The entry into the European regional phase is postponed until 31 months from the priority date for all States designated for 
the purposes of obtaining a European patent 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer: 

J. Zahra ^ 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 f— ~ 
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PCT 



NOTIFICATION Of IeCEIPT OF 
RECORD COPY 



(PCT Rule 24.2(a)) 



To: 



NAKATA, Masanori 

Kanebo, Limited 

Intellectual Property Center 

20-20, Kaigan 3-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 108-8080 

JAPON 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
18 July 2000 (18.07.00) 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



Applicant's or agenfs file reference 
PCT-KB-55 



International application No. 
PCT/JP00/04000 



W- 7. a 



i 



The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau has received the record copy of the international applicati&vas 
detailed below. ..- 

Name(s) of the a pplicant(s) and State(s) for which they are applicants: 

KANEBO, LIMITED (for all designated States except US) 
KAJIYAMA, Hiroshi et al (for US) 



International filing date 
Priority date(s) claimed 



Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau 

List of designated Offices 



19 June 2000 (19.06.00) 
18 June 1999(18.06.99) 
21 July 1999(21.07.99) 
21 July 1999 (21.07.99) 

26 July 1999 (26.07.99) 
30 July 1999(30.07.99) 

14 September 1999 (14.09.99) 

20 September 1999 (20.09.99) 

27 September 1999 (27.09.99) 
06 January 2000 (06.01.00) 

30 June 2000 (30.06.00) 



AP :GH,GM,KE,LS,MW,MZ,SD,SL,SZ,TZ,UG,ZW 
EA :AM,AZ,BY,KG,KZ,MD,RU / TJ,TM 

EP :AT,BE,CH,CY,DE,DK,ES,FI,FR,GB,GR,IE,IT,LU,MC,NL,PT,SE 
OA :BF,BJ,CF,CG,CI,CM,GA,GN,GW,ML # MR,NE,SN # TD,TG 

National :AE,AL^M^T^U,AZ,BA,BB,BG / BR,BY / CA,CH / CN,CR / CU,CZ / DE,DK / DM / EE / ES,FI / GB, 

GD,GE,GH,GM,HR,HU,IDJL,IN,IS / JP / KE,KG,KP,KR,KZ,LC,LK / LR,LS,LT,LU,LV / MA,MD / lv1G,lv1K, 

MN,MW,MX,NO,NZ / PUFT / RO,RU,SD / SE,SG,SI,SK,SL / TJ,TM,TR / TT / TZ,UA,UG,US,UZ,VN,YU^A, 

zw 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer: 

Susumu Kul 

Telephone No. (41-22)338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/301 (July 1998) 



003415079 



PCT/JP00/04000 



Continuation of Form PCT/IB/301 
NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT OF RECORD COPY 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
18 July 2000(18.07.00) 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PCT-KB-55 



International application No. 
PCT/JP00/04000 



ATTENTION 

The applicant should carefully check the data appearing in this Notification. In case of any discrepancy between these data 
and the indications in the international application, the applicant should immediately inform the International Bureau. 

In addition, the applicant's attention is drawn to the information contained in the Annex relating to: 



| X| time limits for entry into the national phase 



confirmation of precautionary designations 
[ X| requirements regarding priority documents 
A copy of this Notification is being sent to the receiving Office and to the International Searching Authority. 



Form PCT/IB/301 (continuation sheet) (July 1998) 



003415079 



ANNEX TO 




PCT/IB/301 



Int^jational application No. 

PCT/JPOO/04000 




INFORMATION ON TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 



The applicant is reminded that the "national phase" must be entered before each of the designated Offices indicated in the 
Notification of Receipt of Record Copy (Form PCT/IB/301) by paying national fees and furnishing translations, as prescribed by 
the applicable national taws. 

The time limit for performing these procedural acts is 20 MONTHS from the priority date or, for those designated States 
which the applicant elects in a demand for international preliminary examination or in a later election, 30 MONTHS from the 
priority date, provided that the election is made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. Some designated (or 
elected) Offices have fixed time limits which expire even later than 20 or 30 months from the priority date. In other Offices an 
extension of time or grace period, in some cases upon payment of an additional fee, is available. 

In addition to these procedural acts, the applicant may also have to comply with other special requirements applicable in 
certain Offices. It is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that the necessary steps to enter the national phase are taken in a 
timely fashion. Most designated Offices do not issue reminders to applicants in connection with the entry into the national 
phase. 

For detailed information about the procedural acts to be performed to enter the national phase before each designated 
Office, the applicable time limits and possible extensions of time or grace periods, and any other requirements, seethe relevant 
Chapters of Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. Information about the requirements for filing a demand for international 
preliminary examination is set out in Chapter IX of Volume I of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 



GR and ES became bound by PCT Chapter H on 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, and may, therefore, 
be elected in a demand or a later election filed on or after 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, regardless of 
the filing date of the international application. (See second paragraph above.) 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has 
the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



This notification lists only specific designations made under Rule 4.9(a) in the request It is important to check that these 
designations are correct Errors in designations can be corrected where precautionary designations have been made under 
Rule 4.9(b). The applicant is hereby reminded that any precautionary designations may be confirmed according to Rule 4.9(c) 
before the expiration of 15 months from the priority date. If it is not confirmed, it will automatically be regarded as withdrawn 
by the applicant There will be no reminder and no invitation. Confirmation of a designation consists of the filing of a notice 
specifying the designated State concerned (with an indication of the kind of protection or treatment desired) and the payment 
of the designation and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the 15-month time limit 



For applicants who have not yet complied with the requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

Where the priority of an earlier national, regional or international application is claimed, the applicant must submit a copy 
of the said earlier application, certified by the authority with which it was filed ("the priority document") to the receiving Office 
(which will transmit it to the International Bureau) or directly to the International Bureau, before the expiration of 16 months from 
the priority date, provided that any such priority document may still be submitted to the International Bureau before that date of 
international publication of the international application, in which case that document will be considered to have been received 
by the International Bureau on the last day of the 1 6-month time limit (Rule 1 7. 1 (a)). 

Where the priority document is issued by the receiving Office, the applicant may, instead of submitting the priority 
document request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit the priority document to the International Bureau. Such request 
must be made before the expiration of the 16-month time limit and may be subjected by the receiving Office to the payment 
of a fee (Rule 17.1(b)). 

If the priority document concerned is not submitted to the International Bureau or if the request to the receiving Office 
to prepare and transmit the priority document has not been made (and the corresponding fee, if any, paid) within the applicable 
time limit indicated under the preceding paragraphs, any designated State may disregard the priority claim, provided that no 
designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity to furnish the priority 
document within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

Where several priorities are claimed, the priority date to be considered for the purposes of computing the 16-month time 
limit is the filing date of the earliest application whose priority is claimed. 



CONFIRMATION OF PRECAUTIONARY DESIGNATIONS 



REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 



Form PCT/IB/301 (Annex) (July 1998) 



003415079 



^^TENT COOPERATION TREA^| 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PCT-KB-55 


SeeNotificationofrransmittaioflnternational Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Rcport (form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP00/04000 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
19 June 2000 (19.06.00) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 

18 June 1999(18.06.99) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
C08G 63/06, DO IF 6/62 305 


Applicant 


KANEBO, LIMITED 





This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

yj n Qj Certain observations on the international application 



I 


I2SI 


11 


□ 


m 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

31 July 2000 (3 1.07.00) 


Date of completion of this report 

06 December 2000 (06.12.2000) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



nal application No. 

PCT/JPOO/04000 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages . 

Pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



P~| the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



„ , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language ; which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

1 I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. .With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing docs not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. , 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



In! 



application No. 
PCT/JP00/04000 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



I . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (LA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-43 



1-43 



1-43 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 10-287735, A (Kanebo, Ltd.) 27 October 1998 
Claims 1-43 

Based on the description of document 1 cited in the international search report, the inventions set 
forth in Claims 1-43 do not appear to involve an inventive step. 

Document 1 describes a fiber formed from a polylactic acid composition that contains 0.0005- 
0.0015 mol % tin octylate with respect to a polylactic acid monomer comprising L-lactic acid. 
Furthermore, persons skilled in the art can easily establish as needed the monomer content of the 
polylactic acid, properties such as the relative viscosity and the like of the polylactic acid, 
properties of the fiber, and the processing conditions of the fiber. 
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